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Say Pergola, Please
We are literate, liberal-arts types here at the Humanities 

Council, with decent working vocabularies, but our latest 
home-improvement project sent us back to Webster’s.  We are 
about to welcome a pergola into the family, you see, and we 
scarcely knew what that was, much less how to say it.

It turns out that “pergola” rolls nicely off the tongue, once you 
learn where the emphasis lies (say PER-guh-luh, rather than per-
GO-luh), and the nature of the thing itself is pretty simple.  The 
architectural definition is a bit daunting (“parallel colonnades 
supporting an open roof of girders and cross rafters”), so think of 
it as a big, classy arbor.  We don’t intend to grow any plants on 
it, but our pergola will serve the same general purpose in shading 
and defining the space below.

That space is located at the rear of the MacFarland-Hubbard 
House, our historic headquarters property.  We will expand the 
existing patio, build the pergola above it, wire for electricity 
and sound, add storage for folding chairs, and have a nice open-
air programming area.  Our popular Little Lectures will go out 
there right away, followed by other events.  Providing for such 
functions outside the house will require no changes to the historic 
interior and save wear and tear on rooms and furnishings.

As always, we invite your support.  Donations to the 
Humanities Council are fully deductible, and we hope you will 
consider a pergola gift as the year-end tax season approaches. 
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